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Illustrations are ample, the original drawings being numerous and excel-
lent in workmanship. Important terms, of which there are a very large
number, most of them being anatomical, are italicized. Facts in Embryology,
Physiology, and Taxonomy are carefully presented in brief form. There is
an appendix with a resume of the phyla and their general characteristics, and
a glossary of 13 pages. The book will appeal to many who favor a morpho-
logical treatment flavored by dashes of theory. CHARLES PACKARD.
SKETCHES IN PSYCHOSOMATIC MEDICINE. By Smith Ely Jelliffe.
Nervous and Mental Disease Monographs, No. 65, New York,
1939. v + 152 pp.
The author has collected ten papers which he has presented during recent
years around the leit-motif of what is now called "Psychosomatic Medicine."
He discusses any number of relationships between organic disease and psycho-
pathological manifestations, emphasizing that "I must be granted my own
interpretation," which is psychoanalytic.
Anyone reading this book, even though he does not agree with many of
Dr. Jelliffe's formulations, will never forget that he finds himself in the
company of a scholar. EUGEN KAHN.
ELEMENTS OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. By Miriam Scott Lucas.
Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1940. 400 pp. $4.50.
This book is apparently planned for college students who require a fairly
complete synopsis of human physiology, but who approach the subject with
little preparation in either anatomy or chemistry. The former deficiency is
to a great extent made up by frequent references in text and figures to the
standard text-book of gross and microscopic anatomy; but the chemical back-
ground of the student is not thus reinforced.
The author is aware of the shortcomings of dogmatic exposition of
physiology, but has not been wholly successful in showing that her subject is
an experimental science still undergoing active expansion. The interested
student finds references to the larger standard texts, as used in medical
schools, but there is no introduction to other source materials which would
doubtless be, on the whole, too advanced to be of practical value.
Academic students preparing for further work in other than biological
and medical science will find the book a very useful text for their necessarily
hasty consideration of the functions of the human body.
ROBERT W. CLARKE.
THE PATIENT'S DILEMMA. By Hugh Cabot. Reynal & Hitch-
cock, New York, 1940. x + 276 pp. $2.50.
This is another book on the economics of medical care written for the
laity. The author has drawn conclusions from his long, varied, and some-
what peripatetic experience in medicine; these he combines with the resultsBOOK REVIEWS 449
of shrewdly chosen surveys of medical service and adds personal surmises to
make a very plausible thesis. Indeed, it is so plausible that some readers will
be moved to fear a dilemma that may not be altogether real. Although he
is sharply critical of physicians assuming authority in the field of economics
in medicine, he sets up his own opinions to solve the problems and, as might
be expected, advocates government control and the exciting magic of group
practice. Unlike some of his fellow planners Doctor Cabot is not satisfied
with supplying a mere quantity of medical care, but holds out for high quality
too, and condemns compulsory and voluntary sickness insurance because they
do not provide that quality. He calls "free choice" of physicians a "hoary
shibboleth," but his opinion here may be a hope,-all of the votes are not
yet in from the public. Citing the Mayo Clinic in support of his conclusion
is not altogether convincing for he seems to reckon without consideration of
the reputation and personality of his two late chiefs. The book is frail in
spots, but it will incite debate and raises many pressing questions that cannot
be so readily answered as the author makes out. CREIGHTON BARKER.
THE MEDICAL CAREER. By Harvey Cushing. Little, Brown
& Co., Boston, 1940. v + 302 pp. $2.50.
In 1869, the year of birth of Doctor Cushing, there died at West Mal-
vern a physician who had founded a Society for the Diffusion of Knowledge.
His activities were many; none attracted attention as did his ability to enchant
his hearers through the aptness of the words he used to express his thoughts.
He wrote: "The use of language is not confined to its being the medium
through which we communicate our ideas to one another; it fulfills a no less
important function as an instrument of thought; not being merely its vehicle
but giving it wings for flight."
Seemingly, this idea, as well as that measure of genius requisite to give it
effect, passed directly from the relinquishing hands of Doctor Roget to those
of Doctor Cushing. Certainly throughout his writings, as was the case in
his casual conversation as well, is evidence of the fact that words have a two-
fold mission, that they also should be an instrument of thought. The present
text amply proves this point.
In each of the essays which comprise The Medical Career, diverse as these
are in character and in subject matter,-as well as in purpose-form and
substance constitute a homogeneous whole, the composite elements so adjusted
and balanced as to tell a story and yet leave that story but half told.
Perhaps it is in this very fact, a feeling that much more could have been
told had the author chosen to do so, that these essays have their greatest value.
For who, having read them, can remain content? There must be more,
much more, to the story of William Beaumont, to that of Nathan Smith, to
the scenes behind that group of early Boston doctors, to the venturesome
WATestel Willoughby and his colleagues, and to the ever-so-many more who